Opeoao=os

ORTHO

o

Pubhshed for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and’ South Ameﬂca

-\t"(r‘i

DATHPHTHS

)OX OBSERVE

T oy M
e L L D e

L. 45, NO. 828

Editorial and Business Office
' 8 East 79th St N.Y. N.Y. 10021

WEDNESDAY, 24 OCTOBER 1979

Second Class postage paid at New York. N. Y. 10003
and at additional mailing offices

50 cents A COPY

(9-2) $12 PER YEAR

fot Strangers Any Longer

listinguished Americans Honor Archhishop lakovos

NEW YORK — ““We are here tonight to
inor a really big man . . . his faith is big
pd his spirit is big,” David Hartman
lated as he got the proceedings underway
tthis year’'s Archbishop Iakovos Name-
by Dinner. The host of ABC/TV’s ‘““Good
forning America,” Hartman served as
astmaster at this annual event, which
wk on special significance this year as
uders of the major faiths in America
iined with academic, government and
smmunity leaders in honoring
ichbishop Iakovos on the 20th anniver-
ary of his enthronement as spiritual
uder of the Greek Orthodox Church in
le Western Hemisphere,

Held at New York’s famed Waldorf-
lstoria, on Sunday evening, October 14,
be distinguished guests on the four-tiered
kis were introduced to the nearly 1,200
grsons in attendance by Ernie Anastos,
le popular anchorman on ABC/TV’s
wening news.

Offering remarks and greetings during
the evening were: William Cardinal
Baum, Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Washington, DC; U.S. Senator Jacob K.
Javits of New York; Governor Hugh L.
Carey of New York; Mrs. Coretta Scott
King, president of the Martin Luther King,
Jr., Center for Social Change; Peter G.
Peterson, chairman of Lehman Brothers;
Vasilios Kontogiannopoules, Greece’s
deputy minister of Education and
Religious Affairs; and Nicholas Smyrnis,
president of AHEPA.

In her remarks, Mrs. King, the widow of
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in-
dicated that Archbishop Iakovos was one
of the few religious leaders who has
measured up to the standards described in
her husband’s last book. She noted that the
Archbishop was the highest ranking
religious leader at the historic 1965 Selma
March, even though the civil rights issue

(Continued on Page 10)

synod of Bishops Convenes

NEW YORK — The Press Office of the
Archdiocese released the following infor-
nation on the first meeting of the
Archdiocese Synod of Bishops, which con-
iened here at the Archdiocese head-

quarters on October 11, with Archbishop
lakovos presiding.

“The members of the Synod- joined in
praying a special prayer and then listened

NEW YORK — On Sunday, October 14, the members of the
Archdiocese Synod of Bishops concelebrated the Divine Liturgy
at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity. Concelebrating, with
Archbishop Iakovos presiding, were: Bishops Gennadios of
Buenos Aires, Anthony of San Francisco, Timothy of Detroit,

to an address by the Archbishop. Answer-
ing the Archbishop with a brief response of
thanks was Bishop Silas of New Jersey,
who ranks first among the bishops. The
Synod then discussed and acted on the
following agenda items:

¢ The Synodal Commissions were es-
tablished;

* The Commission on Canonical
Matters was asked to formulate
regulations for the internal operation of
the Synod and its secretariate;

e The Commission on Missions was
asked to prepare a report on Foreign and
Domestic mission work, as well as a study
on the related issue of scholarships;

e Certain administrative details
relating to the parish and diocese spheres
were clarified;

* Ways to cooperate with and support
the organizations and societies of the

(Continued on page 2)

Iakovos of Chicago, Metropolitan Barnabas, a visiting hierarch
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WASHINGTON, DC — Following the historic ecumenical services celebrated here at
Trinity College on Sunday, October 7, Pope John Paul II exited to greet the throng
waiting outside. Moving with him through the crowd is Archbishop Iakovos.

Archdiocese Assumes Shrine Costs
Final Session for Present Council Membership

NEW YORK — On Friday, October 12,
the Archdiocesan Council convened here
for its last meeting as comprised at
present. When it meets again on March 9,
1980, its- membership will be based on the
formula provided in the new Charter of the
Archdiocese.

A special guest at the sessions was
Metropolitan Barnabas of Kitrous and
Katerini, a visiting hierarch from the
Church of Greece.

Following an opening prayer and Bible
study, the Council heard the report of
Archbishop Iakovos on the enthronements
of the bishops of the Archdiocese and on
the first meeting of the new Synod of
Bishops, which had met the previous day.

Next, Peter Kourides of New York and
Andrew Athens of Chicago reported on the
celebration of the 20th anniversary of

Photo by C. Ruppman
from the.Church of Greece, and Bishops Silas of New Jersey,
John of Charlotte, Sotirios of Toronto, and Maximos of Pitts-
burgh. Bishop Anthimos of Boston was not present. Also par-
tially visible here are Auxiliary Bishop Philotheos of Meloa and
Fr. Demetrios Frangos.

Archbishop Iakoves, and the various
manifestations which have taken place as
part of this year-long celebration.

. Preparations for the 25th Clergy-Laity
Congress, which will be held in Atlanta,
Georgia, June 28 to July 5, were the next
item on the agenda. The names of the per-
sons chairing the various committees
were announced and some basic guidelines
for the work of the Congress were dis-
cussed.

Considerable time was devoted to dis-
cussion of the St. Photios Shrine in St.
Augustine, Florida. It was emphasized
that the completion and opening of the
Shrine has been delayed repeatedly due to
a lack of funds for this project. The Coun-
cil decided that the Archdiocese would
assume full responsibility for the $165,000
bank loan taken out by the Shrine com-
mittee to complete construction of the
buildings, plus up to $50,000 to complete
the interior displays, iconography, etc., so
the Shrine can open soon.

Finally, the Archdiocese director of
Economic Development, Chris
Demetriades, gave a brief report on the
economic needs of the Church and the ef-
forts being made to meet these needs.

Before the session concluded, memorial
prayers were offered for the repose of the
soul of the late Archbishop Athenagoras of
Thyateira and Great Britain, a beloved
hierarch who had served the Church in
America for many years, and two long-
time members of the Council, George
Juris and Pierre DeMets.
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Nemorlal Service for Archbishop Athenagoras

NEW YORK — On Sunday, Oct. 14, at the Holy Trinity Cathedral,
irchbishop Iakovos celebrated the 40-day Memorial Service for the
repose of the soul of the late Archbishop Athenagoras of Thyateira -

ind Great Britain. A Memorial Service was also celebrated in
memory of all Constantinopolitans who have died in exile, having
been forced to flee their native land.

Netropolitan Barnabas Touring North America

NEW YORK — Metropolitan Barnabas of Kitrous and Katerini is
presently visiting the New York area, but will depart soon for stops at
e Holy Cross School of Theology in Brookline, MA, as well as
everal Greek Orthodox parishes in Canada and the United States.
This distinguished hierarch of the Church of Greece came to the U.S.
lo represent Archbishop Serafim at the Archbishop Iakovos Nameday
Dinner. He also had the opportunity to attend the meeting of the
Archdiocesan Council.

fatriarch Dimitrios Congratulates Archbishop

NEW YORK — His All Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch
Dimitrios, addressed hearty congratulations to Archbishop Iakovos
ipon learning that President Carter will bestow upon him the
Presidential Medal of Freedom. The Patriarch indicated that the con-

ratulations are offered on behalf of the entire Holy Synod, and that -

tiey are offered also for the many honors bestowed in recognition of
his 20 years of blessed pastoral leadership in America. These
manifestations, Patriarch Dimitrios states, “‘certainly reflect upon
the Great Church of Christ, which fed you spiritually, and whose
select and honored hierarch you are.”

THE ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE

Nct. 24:  On the occasion of the opening of the “Greek Art of the
Aegean Islands’ exhibit, Archbishop Iakovos will attend a
luncheon hosted by the Chairman of the Board at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. That afternoon, there will
be a reception given by the Trustees, and in the evening
the Archbishop will attend a lecture by Dr. Constantine
Generalis, sponsored by the New York Academy of
Sciences. .

The Archbishop will preside at Vespers at the St.
Demetrios Church in Jamaica, NY.

He will officate at the Divine Liturgy at the St. Demetrios
Church in Astoria, NY.

Archbishop Iakovos will Consecrate the St. Demetrios
Church in Weston, MA. '

On Sunday evening he will visit the 75th anniversary
celebration of the Nafpaktian Society, in NYC, and attend
the Archdiocese Department of Education OXI DAY
program.

- On the eve of the feastday of Ss. Anargyroi, he will
preside at Vespers ai the Ss. Anargyroi Church in NY.
The Archbishop wiil go to Pittsburgh, PA, for a Roman
Catholic-Orthodox Consultation.

He will participate in the 20th anniversary celebration
sponsored by the Diocese of Pittsburgh, in Cleveland, OH.

Suspended

Very Rev. Eusebius A. Stephanou, for traveling to Kenya and
Turkey without permission.

Oct. 25:
QOct. 26:
Oct. 27-28:

Oct. 28:

Oct. 31:
Nov. 2-3:

Nov. 3-4:

HOLY DAYS

October 25: Saint Tabitha

Saint Tabitha is the woman who according to the scriptural
reference found in the Book of Acts, chapter nine, verses 36 to 43, was
raised from the dead by St. Peter. She was a Christian and practiced
ardently her Christian faith in the city of Joppa. She was renowned for
her benevolent works of love prior to her death and miraculous
resurrection. Following this miraculous event, she continued her

vljzr(lits of Christian love and charity, until she died in peace in the
rd.

Varjabedian, Armenian Orthodox; Bishop John Burt, Episcopal; Dr. Paul Wee, Lutheran; Bishop

Photo by Odette Lupis
WASHINGTON, DC — Eight leading non-Roman Catholic American church leaders were invited to pray
with Pope John Paul II on October 7, at an ecumenical service in the Notre Dame Chapel at Trinity
College. Placed to the immediate right of the Pope was Archbishop Iakovos, a gesture indicated to be sym-
bolic of the Pope’s desire for union with the Orthodox Churches. The other leaders were: Bishop Paphen

James

K. Mathews, United Methodist; Dr. James McCord, Reformed Churches; Dr. Paul Stauffer, Disciples of
Christ; Dr. Harold Bennett, Southern Baptist. 600 worshippers were invited to participate in behalf of
nearly 150 million church-going Americans. Visible here in the background are: Metropolitan Joseph,
Bulgarian Orthodox; Archbishop Victorin, Romanian Orthodox; Bishop Mark, Albanian Orthodox; and
Bishop Christopher, Serbian Orthodox.

God-inspired: Pope’s Remarks on Ecumenism

NEW YORK — ‘“Pope John
Paul's remarks at the
Ecumenical Prayer Service at
Trinity College in Washington,
DC, were indeed a God-inspired
message,”’ Archbishop Iakovos
stated, ‘‘for they emphasize
more than at any other time the
real position of the Roman
Catholic Church on ecumenism.

““The repetition of his previous
statements, that the Bishop of
Rome is bound by ‘the preaching
and testimonies of the martyr-

dom of Saints Peter and Paul’ to
take the initiative in resolving
the divisions within Christianity,
is of the utmost importance at
this juncture of history.

“The fact that he mentioned
the American dialogues with all
branches of Protestantism, adds
increasing importance to his
previous statements, reiterated
again during the Ecumenical Ser-
vice, about his personal
gratification over the progress of
the dialogue with the Orthodox

Church.

““His concluding remarks that
we should all demonstrate
‘faithfulness to the Holy Spirit
for interior conversion and
fervent prayer,’ re-echoes
similar calls made by Patriarch
Athenagoras and Pope Paul VI.

““My overall impression is that
John Paul’s homily shows an all-
binding commitment to the cause
of Christian Unity, which is now
taking its place among the major
priorities of his Papacy.”

Pope John Paul Il Addresses NGO's At UN

By Lila Prounis

“Your presence at the center
of the United Nations’ activities
is a consequence of the growing
awareness that the problems of
today’s world can only be solved
when all forces are joined
together and directed towards
the same common aim.”

These are the words Pope John
Paul II addressed to the Non-
Governmental Organizations in
the Trusteeship Council Chamber
of the United Nations on October
2, 1979. Present for the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese, which
was granted NGO status this
year, were Miss Terry Kokas and
Mrs. Lila Prounis. The NGO

community is composed of
church, educational, profes-
sional, social and scientific

groups who lend their expertise °

to the U.N. and disseminate in-
formation about the U.N.

“It is then,” Pope John Paul
II continued, ‘‘the privileged
task of the non-governmental
organizations to help bring
(global) concerns into the com-
munities and the homes of the
people and to bring back to the
established agencies the
priorities and aspirations of the
people, so that all the solutions
and projects which are envisaged
be truly geared to the needs of

the human person.”

In concluding, the Pope added,
“I wish to express my best
wishes to all of you here who
work together to bring the
benefits of concerted action . . .
to create a world where every
human person can live in dignity
and loving harmony as a child of
God.”

All those present were touched
by the magnetism of the Pope’s
wvibrant sense of faith and love,
and the electricity of his per-
sonality and warmth. It was a
thrilling moment of history
shared by all the NGO represen-
tatives.

AHEPA Pilgrimage to Ecumenical Patriarchate

NEW YORK — A group of
more than 60 distinguished
Ahepans, under the leadership of
President Nick Smyrnis, will em-
bark on a pilgrimage to the
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

This was announced by
Archbishop Iakoves on October

12, at the meeting of the -

Archdiocesan Council, when he
introduced to the Council the new
Supreme President of AHEPA,
who has been a member of the
Council for nearly ten years.

President Smyrnis thanked
everyone for their warm con-
gratulations and stated that
when he had visited Archbishop
Iakovos after his election, he had
indicated his desire to visit the
Phanar. After discussing this
with the Archbishop, he decided
not to go alone, but rather with as
many Ahepans as possible. To
date 60 members have agreed to
accompany him.

Smyrnis also referred to. the
Boys Dormitory which AHEPA
has agreed to erect at St. Basil’s
Academy in Garrison, NY. He
stated that $100,000 has already
been collected within AHEPA
circles, and that fundraising
plans are underway for the

remaining funds.

In concluding, President Smyr-
nis spoke of the complete har-
mony and unity that
characterizes  the relations
between the fraternal Order of
AHEPA and the Greek Orthodox
Church in the Americas.

Turkey Lifts Taxes on Institutions

ATHENS — “Ecclesiastical
Alitheia,” the newspaper of the
Church of Greece, reports that it
was informed by sources in Con-
stantinople that officials of that
city called a delegation from the
Ecumenical Patriarchate to a
meeting on August 30. There, the
representative of the Turkish
government, Mr. Eyiopoglou, an-
nounced that a decree had been
issued which relieves the in-
stitutions of the Romaic (Byzan-

tine/Greek) minority from the
Vakoufiou tax, whose imposition
was intended to force the sale
and removal from churches of
sacred objects, icons and even
telephones.

The Turkish official did not in-
dicate if the new decree is
retroactive, nor how many of the
poor parishes will be freed from
the imminent seizure of their
belongings.
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Patriarch Dimitrios Welcomes
Pope John Paul Il At Airport

CONSTANTINOPLE — His All

Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch
Dimitrios was able to greet Pope John
Paul II in person as the Pope disembarked
upon arrival at the airport here on
Thursday, November 29. Their embrace
was warm and moving. The presence of
the Patriarch was a pleasant surprise for
the Pope, who had not expected to meet
with him till later.
(Editor’s note: Because the Pope’s arrival
in Constantinople coincided with our
deadline, the details of his activities and
discussions there will be carried in our
next issue.)

ANKARA

The first stop on the Pope’s trip to
Turkey was the capital city of Ankara,
where he arrived directly from Rome on
Wednesday, Nov. 28.

His Holiness was met at the airport by
Turkish officials, headed by President
Fahri Koroturk, and some 200 reporters.
There were no cheering crowds to greet
him, as on his recent trips to the United

States, Ireland, Poland and Mexico.
Instead, there was an honor guard of
Turkish soldiers and armed policemen in
large numbers, in what Turkish jour-
nalists said was the largest security
operation ever for a foreign visitor.
Thus, when the Pope came down from
the plane, kissed the ground, and went to
the microphone to speak, he said, in

Ve

Turkish, ‘‘Merhaba, asker,’'’ or
‘“‘Greetings, soldiers.”” The soldiers
responded with “‘Sagol’’! — "‘Long life!"

Following this rousing Turkish official”

welcoming ceremony at the airport, Pope
John Paul IT became the first Pope to visit
Ankara, where he was received by the
secular government of Turkey as the head
of the Vatican state.

Throughout the day the Pope’s
movements in Ankara were discreet — no
open cars, convoys, or public events.
Turkish officials reported that several
hundred young people had been rounded up
earlier and arrested after staging
demonstrations against the Pope in down-
town Ankara.

Synod Realigns Diocese Boundaries

NEW YORK — The Synod of Bishops of
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, during
its first session, held here on October 11,
studied in detail the geographic boun-
daries of each diocese, as established
previously. For practical reasons, the
Synod indicated, various changes have
now been introduced.

The Chief Secretary of the Synod,
Bishop Philotheos of Meloa, in accord with
a directive of the Synod, has sent to the
dioceses an encyclical informing them of-
ficially about which parishes are now un-
der the jurisdiction of each diocese. That
encyclical includes the following infor-

mation:

DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY

Under the jurisdiction of the Diocese of
New Jersey are all the Greek Orthodox
parishes in the State of New Jersey, as
well as all the parishes in the States of
Delaware, Maryland and Virginia. Also
the Pennsylvania parishes located in the
Greater Philadelphia area:
Elkins Park, Elwyn, Philadelphia and
Upper Darby. The Diocese of New Jersey
is comprised of 44 parishes, with 12,837
Greek Orthodox families registered as
members of these parishes.

DIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Under the jurisdiction of the Diocese of
Chicago are all the parishes in the States
of Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota
and Missouri (except the parish in Kansas
City, MO). Also, the Indiana parishes
located in East Chicago, Hammond,
Merrillville and South Bend. The Diocese
of Chicago is comprised of 55 parishes,
with 17,597 families.

DIOCESE OF BOSTON

Under the jurisdiction of the Diocese of
Boston are all the parishes in the States of
Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island and Vermont. Also four
parishes in Connecticut: Danielson, En-
field, New London and Norwich. The
Diocese of Boston is comprised of 61
parishes, with 13,944 families.

Broomall,

DIOCESE OF SAN FRANCISCO
Under the jurisdiction of the Diocese of
San Francisco are all the parishes in the
States of California, Alaska, Arizona,
Hawaii, Nevada, Oregon and Washington.
The Diocese of San Francisco is compris-

ed of 38 parishes, with 9,282 families.

DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Under the jurisdiction of the Diocese of
Charlotte are all the parishes in the states
of North Carolina, Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, Mississippi and South Carolina.
Also two parishes in Louisiana — New
Orleans and Monroe — as well as the
parish in Knoxville, Tennessee. The
Diocese of Charlotte is comprised of 46
parishes, with 7,562 families.

DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH

Under the jurisdiction of the Diocese of
Pittsburgh are the parishes in the State of
Pennsylvania (except those in Greater
Philadelphia — see New Jersey Diocese)
— all the parishes in West Virginia, and
the parishes in Ohio (except those in Cin-
cinnati, Dayton, Middletown, Springfield
and Toledo — see Detroit Diocese). The
Diocese of Pittsburgh is comprised of 49
parishes, with 12,177 families.

DIOCESE OF DETROIT

Under the jurisdiction of the Diocese of
Detroit are all the parishes in the States of
Michigan, Arkansas and Kentucky. Also
two parishes in Indiana — Fort Wayne and
Indianapolis; several parishes in New
York State — Binghamton, Buffalo,
Elmira-Corning, Gloversville, Ithaca,
Jamestown, Rochester, Syracuse and
Watertown; five parishes in Ohio — Cin-
cinnati, Dayton, Middletown, Springfield
and Toledo; and three parishes in
Tennessee — Chattanooga, Memphis and
Nashville. The Diocese of Detroit is com-
prised of 44 parishes, with 9,438 families.

DIOCESE OF DENVER
Under the jurisdiction of the Diocese of
Denver are all the parishes in the States of

(Continued on Page 2)

United Press International

CONSTANTINOPLE — Upon his arrival here on Thursday, November 29, Pope John
Paul II was embraced warmly by Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios as they exchanged
the Christian kiss of peace. The two Christian leaders hope to proceed further toward
the goal of Christian unity, as they continue the work begun by their predecessors, Pope
Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras.

Southern California Honors Archhishop

LOS ANGELES, CA — Southern Califor-
nia, and particularly greater Los Angeles,
honored Greek Orthodoxy and Archbishop
Iakovos on the occasion of his 20th an-
niversary as Greek Orthodox Archbishop
of the Americas.

The festive expressions of tribute took
place during a three-day period, Nov. 9-11,
and included the conferral of an Honorary
Doctorate of Humane Letters on
Archbishop Iakovos by Loyola Marymount
University of Los Angeles; a luncheon at
City Hall and presentation of the Key to
the City; a reception hosted by Les Dames
de los Angeles at the Huntington Art
Gallery; an Ecumenical Doxology; and a
Tribute Luncheon with faithful from all
the parishes in Southern California.

Archbishop Iakovos and his entourage
arrived in Los Angeles on Thursday, Nov.
8. Shortly thereafter the Archbishop was
interviewed by ““The Los Angeles Times.”’

The ceremony at Loyola Marymount
took place on Friday evening, with over 1,-
000 persons in attendance. The impressive
program included scriptural readings,
religious music, an academic citation by
the Rev. John Clark, S.J., academic vice
president, the degree conferral by the
Rev. Donald Merrifield, S.J., president,
and benediction by Bishop Anthony of San
Francisco.

On Saturday morning the Archbishop
met with Fr. Soterios Gouvelis, president
of the National Council of Presbyters, and
members of the Council, which met in Los
Angeles that same weekend.

At noon, Archbishop Iakovos was
welcomed to the famous Getty House by
Mayor Tom Bradley, who honored him
with a luncheon and the Key to the City.

That evening, women of the City of Los
Angeles who belong to the well-known

philanthropic organization, Les Dames de
Los Angeles, hosted a banquet to honor the
Archbishop and presented him a $15,000
check for the Academy of St. Basil.

The Sunday morning Divine Liturgy at
the Saint Sophia Cathedral was co-
celebrated by Archbishop Iakovos and
Bishop Anthony of San Francisco.
Assisting were Fr. George Venetos, dean
of the Cathedral, several priests from the
area, as well as Fr. Alexander Karloutsos
and Archdeacon Methodios Tournas, both
of whom accompanied the Archbishop to
California.

The Ecumenical Doxology followed im-
mediately with the participation of per-
sons from the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese, the Episcopal Diocese, the
United Methodist Church and the National
Conference of Christians and Jews.
Responses were chanted by the Saint
Sophia Choir, under the direction of Dr.
Frank Desby. During the Doxology,
Mayor Tom Bradley read a Proclamation
issued on the occasion by the City of Los
Angeles to honor Archbishop Iakovos and
Greek Orthodoxy. ' Following the ser-
vices, a Tribute Luncheon was hosted in

(Continued on Page 2)
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The Pope At The Fanar ...

The trip of Pope John Paul II to Turkey is being
interpreted in international Christian circles as a
consequence of his desire to follow-up the exchange
of visits undertaken by Pope Paul VI and Patriarch
Athenagoras in 1967. From then till today, during
these 12 years of increasing dialogue between
Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism, many small
but firm steps have been taken. It is stressed by
these same circles that this official visit to Turkey
really has no purpose other than to provide an op-
portunity for the Pope to meet with the first among
equals within worldwide Orthodoxy, the
Ecumenical Patriarch.

On the other hand, the Turkish authorities are us-
ing the visit of the Pope as an endorsement of their
generally moderate observance of Islam. They are
attempting, that is, to create the impression that
the Turkish people, though for the most part
Moslems, are not fanatics like some Moslems in
neighboring nations. Instead, right in the middle of
a major religious holiday period, they receive in
their nation, with great hospitality, the leader of
the “‘infidels.”” Outside Turkey, however, no one
suspects that the Turkish people don't even know
about the Pope’s trip, since there has been virtually
no press commentary, with the exception of a bitter
attack in the right-wing newspaper ‘‘Tercuman’,
which used this occasion to print one more blast
against Orthodoxy, the Roman Catholic Church and
the Pope.

Nevertheless, it is a fact that the Vatican con-
siders this a significant trip not because it makes
contact with government officiais in Ankara
possible, but because Pope John Paul will have met
with Patriarch Dimitrios. Choosing as the date for
the trip the feastday of St. Andrew, the patron saint
and founder of the Ecumenical Throne, seems
to indicate this. Furthermore, Pope John Paul II

stressed on Sunday, November 25, while speaking’

to the nearly 40,000 faithful gathered in St. Peter’s
Square to receive his blessing, ‘I want you to be the
first to hear the good news that I plan to visit Istan-
bul, where I will have the opportunity to promote
our efforts for the unity of all Christians.”

The Orthodox Churches and the Roman Catholic
Church have been formally separated since the
Great Schism in the year 1054. In 1964 this breach
was healed when Patriarch Athenagoras and Pope
Paul VI annulled the mutual excommunications
which had been in force since 1054. Today, as the
ORTHODOX OBSERVER goes to press, Pope John
Paul IT and Patriarch Dimitrios are exchanging the
Christian kiss of peace in the Queen City, and in-
itiating a new chapter in the dialogue.

At the same time, according to ‘““The New York
Times,” the two leaders will discuss the most
critical issue confronted by the churches in Turkey
today: the drastic shrinking of the Christian com-
munity. The most recent studies indicate that the
Christian population, which numbered around 4.5
million at the turn of the century, is now down to
about 150,000, concentrated in Constantinople.

The ““Times’’ states that the Armenian Orthodox,
who numbered more than 1.5 million before World
War I, are now down to 60,000 due to departures and
massacres. The Greek Orthodox, before the Treaty
of Lausanne was signed in 1923, numbered 1.2
million. Today there are about 7,000 left.

With such statistics before them, there is little
left to discuss. What can be done? Can Turkey be
persuaded to allow the return of the Greeks and the
Armenians? Or will this simply offer the Turkish
authorities another opportunity to proclaim that
Christians in Turkey are not persecuted.

At any rate, we have seen and read that the visit
of the Pope was warmly welcomed by the few
Christians still in Turkey and his presence provided
immense moral support for them. But we an-
ticipate that Pope John Paul was not satisfied with
mere acts of ceremonial pomp. We hope, for ex-
ample, that he pressed the Ecumenical
Patriarchate to name the Orthodox theologians who
will serve on the official Commission for Dialogue
with the Roman Catholic Church. Three years ago
committees set up to establish a basis for
theological dialogue completed their task. The next
step, the appointment of the two official com-
missions composed of theologians from our respec-
tive churches, has been taken by the Roman
Catholic Church. Having already proved himself a
man of action and desirous of unity with the
Orthodox, it seems certain that Pope John Paul will
be anxious to have the Orthodox commission ap-
pointed soon.

In announcing his trip to Constantinople, the Pope
stressed again that Christian unity ‘‘is something
that is more urgent today than it has ever been in
the past.” He went on to affirm that “we are on the
verge of initiating theological dialogue with the
venerable Orthodox Churches with a view to over-
coming the differences that still exist between us.
By this forthcoming visit I wish to express the im-
portance the church attaches to this dialogue. I
wish to express my respect for and my deep frater-
nal charity towards all these churches and their
patriarchs, but above all to the Ecumenical
Patriarchate . . ."

Editor:

Thanksgiving is a time to count
-our blessings. I'm thankful that I
have people who love me, people
who care about me and most of
all people who brought me close
to Jesus.

You know, I'm only 13 years
old. Most kids my age are hooked
on drugs, pot, and smoking. They
probably don’t even know Jesus.

Christians should pray to God
and our Savior, Jesus Christ, for
these people so they can be freed
from sinful things and get hooked

on the real source of life, the
source me and other people are
hooked on, love, caring and the
most important thing, Jesus
Christ.
Meni Kotsines
Oakhurst, New Jersey
Editor:

Happiness, Joy, Love — these
are the emotions we should feel
as the holiday season
approaches. Instead, we're dread-
ing the Christmas season;
dreading deciding which gifts to
buy, dreading facing the hordes
of shoppers. Something is wrong.

But then something as simple
as a bumper sticker gave us an
idea. The sticker read, “‘PUT
CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS.”
Simple, but yet the real answer.
The perfect solution for trans-
forming a season of dread to a
season of love.

The answer in our case was
clear. This year, we will forego

what is expected and do the unex-
pected. Usually, we give a gift to
one another, which is pleasant
for the moment, but which is
banished to the back of the closet
or the bottom of the drawer
rather quickly. This year we will
give a gift to Christ instead.
After all, it is his celebration,
isn’t it? Our gift will be our way
of showing our love*for God and
all God has bestowed upon our

family — health, happiness, -

prosperity, and most of all love.

Our decision was to send the
enclosed check as our way of
putting “‘Christ in Christmas.”
This donation can be used by our
church in any manner deemed
appropriate.

We won’'t be exchanging in-
dividual gifts this year, but by
giving to our Lord we have
received an inner fulfillment of
happiness, joy and love.

Names withheld

Editor:

Time is a strange dimen-
sion, of which we know very
little. It is the dimension
where people’s lives and
experiences intertwine, and
even though the intersects were
experienced many years ago, in
our own memories and heart
they feel like they were ex-
perienced only yesterday. So it is
with the recent passing of Father
Sophocles M. Sophocles.
Regardless of his ac-
complishments since he left our
community many many years
ago, he has remained in my heart
as the molder of my pathway to
respecting my Hellenic heritage
and of serving our Lord by serv-
ing our Orthodox Church.

I often look in my library, and
there I see a book Father gave
me when I was a boy. I cannot
say that I really wanted that book
for to me it was an awful thing,
full of verbs, nouns, pronouns,
ete. It is a Greek grammar book.
Inside, Father had scrawled a
message and signed his name, in
the custom of the clergy, with the
sign of the cross. To this day this
book represents the Hellenic
ideal engendered by Father, with
the combination of bringing me
closer to my faith and the faith of
my father.

Nicholas S. Stamos
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Editor:

In response to M. Spiropoulos
(8/15/79), each of us most
assuredly knows in his or her
heart when we know God’s love
for us and are believers in the
Lord Jesus. What we can never
know for sure is when others love
God; that is for the Lord to
judge.

The flaw in the ‘‘born-again
phenomenon’’ lies not in the
believing, but in the glorifying of
our experience of conversion, a
flaw which stems from the
theological notion in the West
that because of Adam’s sin man
is born debased and is ‘‘saved’’ at
the moment of his believing. To a
large extent, Protestant
evangelizing 'is dependent upon
the glorification of those con-
version experiences.

Orthodoxy teaches that we are
created good, that is, in God's

‘image, but with a tendency to do

evil because of Adam’s sin.
Salvation is viewed as a life’long
process of growth in Christ
toward sanctification, to be

worked out in ‘‘fear and
trembling’’ (Phil 2:12). In no way
does this lessen our joy and
assurance in the Lord, or detract
from the ‘“‘blessings which are
ours through the reading of God’s
precious word.”” We simply don’t
witness for the Lord by claiming
to be “‘spirit-filled,”” not because
we may not be spirit-filled but .
because, from the Orthodox un-
derstanding of Scripture, the
minute we claim to be we cease
to be. Such ‘‘sharing’’ cannot be
Jjustified by the precious words in
our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount.

True holiness needs no other
expression than itself and must
stand the humble test of time.
That is why we look to the Saints
departed as our models of vic-
torious Christian living and pray
at every liturgy for “‘a Christian
ending to our lives.' As
Christians, we have an obligation
to our Lord to be effective
witnesses for Him not just
through a conversion experience,
but through the Holiness of a
whole life.

Presbytera Sophronia N.
Tomaras
Tacoma, Washington

Editor:

In response to the letter from
M. Pakenham (8-15-79), I believe
there are several points to con-
sider. First, in my expérience,
for children who are brought to
Church every week and who
receive Communion every week
there is no problem about
approaching the Chalice. In fact,
by age two most look forward to
the experience. Our children are
taught at home what it means (to
the best of our abilities and un-
derstanding) to receive the Lord
within them.

Second, to assume that a child
is able to “‘reason’’ at age 7 or 8
and understand and appreciate
fully the sacred mystery at that
particular time is to_deny the
ability of God to work in a child’s
life before that time. And I
believe that even as adults we
can never fully understand the
sacred mystery.

Last, if we feel that all the
physical needs (food, clothing,
medical care) should be given to
even our youngest children,
should we then not be sure that
their spiritual needs are also nur-
tured and fed if we want them to
grow into adults who truly love
Christ and follow him.

Cheryl Gillen
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
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Religious News Service Photo
CONSTANTINOPLE — During his historic visit here, Pope John Paul
II, rear center, attended the Divine Liturgy celebrated by
Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios, left foreground, and other members
of the Holy Synod on the feastday of St. Andrew, in the Patriarchal
Church of St. George. This visit marked the first time in many cen-
turies that leaders of either Church had attended the other’s worship.

Pope, Patriarch Pledge To Hasten Unity

(Continued from Page 1)
the hierarchs of the Ecumenical
Throne who were present for this
occasion, including the represen-

tative of the Greek Archdiocese "

in the Americas, Bishop

Philotheos of Meloa.

" Also present was the Am-
bassador of Greece to Turkey,
George Papoulias as well as
other diplomats, dignitaries and
Archons of the Church.

Following addresses by both
the Patriarch and Pope, the Dox-
ology concluded with the
chanting of ‘“Many Years” for
both, their exchange of the kiss of
peace and their joing blessing of
all the faithful. Then they
processed out of the Church, as
all those present applauded and
shouted ‘“Many Years,”” and the
Pope departed.

Return Visit
That evening, Patriarch
Dimitrios, accompanied by two
Metropolitans, was invited to
attend the Roman Catholic Mass

Catholic, Orthodox Dialogue Commission Named

CONSTANTINOPLE —- The
historic Catholic-Orthodox Com-
mission for theological dialogue
announced here on Nov. 30 is the
largest and highest-ranking
ecumenical commission: formed
since the Catholic Church for-
mally entered into the
ecumenical movement nearly
two decades ago.

It -includes five cardinals on
the Catholic side, seven
metropolitans on the Orthodox
side and at least 15 other Catholic
or Orthodox bishops and

archbishops. The preliminary list
of 31 Catholic members and 23
Orthodox members is not yet
complete.

The National Cacholic News
Service reported that the
decision to include so many
ecclesiastical authorities on the
commission was a conscious ef-
fort to give more authority to the
dialogue: ; i

Leading the Catholic list of
members is the church’s top
ecumenical official, Cardinal Jan
Willebrands, president of the

THE ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE

Dec. 21: The Archbishop will celebrate the Divine Liturgy for
children at the St. Demetrios and St. Catherine-St. George
Churches in Astorja, NY, to receive Communion.

Dec. 22: He will attend the Christmas Candlelight Concert at the Holy
Trinity Cathedral in New York City.

Dec. 24: He will celebrate the Divine Liturgy at the Holy- Trinity
Cathedral, in the evening, and ordain Archdeacon Methodios
to the priesthood.

Dec. 31: He will bless the Vasilopeta of the Metropolitan NY Clergy
Association, in the Archdiocese Chapel.

Jan. 6: He will officiate at the Epiphany celebration in Tarpon

Springs. :

Ordained to the Diaconate _

John Kotsonis (now named Joachim), on December 9, 1979, at the
Saint Sophia Cathedral in Washington, DC, by Bishop Silas of New
Jersey. .

Ordained to the Priasthood

Deacon Christopher Constantinides, on November 4, 1979, at the
Holy Trinity Church in Dallas, Texas, by Bishop Iakovos of Chicago.

Deacon Spyridon Kehayes, on November 25, 1979, at the Holy
Trinity Church in Bridgeport, CT, by Archbishop Iakovos.

December 21: St. Juliana the Martyr

Born in Nicomedia, St. Juliana, the daughter of very wealthy
parents, was befrothed to Senator Eleusios, a pagan idolator, who
later became Governor of Nicomedia. Pressured by her parents to
marry, she insisted that her fiance embrace Christianity. When her
father heard her demand, he was grieved and demanded rather that
she renounce Christ. This she refused to do and thus was condemned
to the authorities by her own father. Eleusios. the Governor ordered
that she be hanged by the tresses of her hair. Then her skin was
stripped from her head. Next she was thrown into a fire, and finally
she was beheaded along with others who, because of Juliana’s faith,
confessed their belief in Jesus Christ.

Note: Translated from the Hagiolgion of Efstratiadou, by Fr. James
Christon, pastor of the Assumption Church, Manchester, NH.

Vatican’s Secretariat for
Promoting Christian Unity. Also
on the list is Cardinal William
Baum of Washington, DC. Other
North American Catholics on the
commission are Father
Frederick McManus, liturgical
expert and professor of canon
law of the Catholic University of
America in  Washington, and
Father Jean M.R. Tillard of the
Dominican Faculty of Theology
of Ottawa.

The Orthodox members named
thus far are:
e Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople: Archbishop
Stylianos of Australia and Prof.
John Zizioulas;
e Alexandria Patriarchate:

Metropolitan Parthenios of_

Carthage, Metropolitan
Timotheos of Central Africa and
Prof. Stylianos Papadopoulos;

e Antioch Patriarchate:
Metropolitan Georges Khodr of
Lebanon;

e Jerusalem Patriarchate:
Metropolitan Germanos of Petra
and Professors Georges Galitis
and Vlassios Pheidas;

* Moscow Patriarchate:
Archbishop Kyrill of Vyborg and
Archpriest Livery Voronoff;

e Serbian Patriarchate: Bishop
Savvas of Sumadija and Deacon
Radomir Rakich;

e Romanian Patriarchate:
Metropolitan Nicolas of Banat;

* Bulgarian Patriarchate:
Bishop John of Dragovitch;

e Church of Cyprus:
Metropolitan Chrysanthos of

Morphou and Makarios
Papachristoforou;
e Church of Greece:

Metropolitan Chrysostomos of
Peristeri and Professurs John
Karmiris and Megas Farantos;
® Church of Georgia: Archbishop
Nikolai of Sukkumi and
Abkhazia;

e Church of Finland: Father
Matti Sidoroff and Hieromonk
Ambrosios.

Delegations of the Albanian
Patriarchate, the Church of
Poland and the Church of
Czechoslovakia have not been
named. There are no Orthodox

hierarchs or theologians from the .

Americas on any of the
delegations named thus far.

celebrated by Pope John Paul at
the Roman Catholic Church of
the Holy Spirit. As the
Patriarch entered and was led
to the church’s throne, the eptire
‘congregation applauded and
chanted a special hymn in his
honor. At one point, 'the Pope
came to the center of the solea
and exchanged the kiss of peace
with the Patriarch, while the
faithful applauded once again.

Following the Mass, the
Patriarch and Metropolitans met
with the Pope and his entourage
in the adjoining community
center of the parish for their first
conversation.

Feastday of St. Andrew

The next day, Friday, Nov. 30,
the feastday of the great Apostle
Andrew, the first-called , the
patron saint of the Ecumenical
Throne, the archierarchical
Divine Liturgy was celebrated in
the Patriarchal Church of St.
George. Co-celebrating were
Patriarch Dimitrios, several
members of the Holy Synod, and
Metropolitan Spyridon of

Rhodes, representing all the

Orthodox faithful outside Turkey
who are under the jurisdiction of
the Ecumanical Patriarchate.
(Note: St. Andrew is the patron
saint of the Ecumenical Throne
because he is considered the
founder of this ancient See. Ac-
cording to tradition, St. Andrew
did missionary work in this area,
which was at that time site of the
city of Byzas, renamed Constan-
tinople in the fourth century by
the Emperor Constantine.)

The Pope and hi§" entire en:
tourage were present at the

Divine Liturgy, with the Pope at
the throne directly opposite that
of the Patriarch. At the

appropriate moment, the

Patriarch and Pope exchanged
the kiss of peace, and shortly
thereafter Pope John Paul
recited the Lord’s Prayer in
Latin.

At the conclusion of the
Liturgy, standing before the
Royal Doors, the Pope and
Patriarch addressed each other
and exchanged gifts. Pope John
Paul presented a large-
reproduction of the famous icon
of the Czestochowa Madona,
considered the patron of his na-
tive land, Poland. Patriarch
Dimitrios gave the Pope an an-
cient Omophorion (a liturgical
vestment worn only by bishops),
which he immediately donned.

The two religious leaders then
exited from the Church, blessed
the faithful from the top of the
stairs of the Patriarchal ad-
ministration building, and then
prayed together briefly in the
Chapel of St. Andrew. This was
followed by a reception, in-
troductions of all those present
and the exchange of com-
memorative gifts.

Following these formalities
and conversations, a Joint
Statement of the Pope and
Patriarch was released in Greek
and French (see page 3).

Thus the official visit of Pope
John Paul II ended. He was es-
corted out of the Patriarchate to
the airport by Patriarch
Dimitrios and Metropolitans
Meliton and Chrysostom, where

final farewells were exchanged.

;l‘he Joint Statement

CONSTANTINOPLE — Published below is the National Catholic
News Service translation of the French text of the joint statement
issued on Nov. 30, by Pope John Paul II and Ecumenical Patriarch

Dimitrios:

We, Pope John Paul II and Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I,
thank God who has granted that we meet to celebrate together the
feast of the apostle Andrew, the first-called and the brother of the
apostle Peter. ""Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has bestowed on us in Christ every spiritual blessing in the

heavens’’ (Ephesians 1:3)

It is in seeking the sole glory of God through the-accomplishment -

of his will that we affirm anew our firm will to do all that is possible
to hasten the day when full communion between the Catholic Church
and the Orthodox Church will be re-established and when we will
finally be able to concelebrate the divine Eucharist.

We are grateful to our predecessors, Pope Paul VI and Patriarch
Athenagoras I, for all they have done to reconcile our churches and to
make them progress in unity.

The progress made in the preparatory stage permits ut to an-
nounce that the theological dialogue is going to begin and to make
public the list of members of the mixed Catholic-Orthodox com-
mission which will be entrusted with it.

This theological dialogue has as its goal not only to progress
toward the re-establishment of full-communion between the Catholic
and Orthodox sister churches, but further to contribute to the many
dialogues which are going on in the Christian world in quest of its un-
ity.

The dialogue of love (Cf. John 13:34; Ephesians 4: 1-7), rooted in a
complete fidelity to the one Lord Jesus Christ and to his will for his
church (Cf. John 17:21), has opened the way to a better understanding
of mutual theological positions and, from there, to new approaches to
theological work and to a new attitude toward the common past of our
churches. This purification of the collective memory of our churches
is an important fruit of the dialogue of love and an indispensable con-
dition of future progress. This dialogue of love must continue and be
intensified in the complex situation which we have inherited from the
past and which constitutes the reality in which our effort must go on
today.

We desire that progress in unity open new possibilities for
dialogue and collaboration with believers of other religions and with
all people of good will, so that love and brotherhood may win over
hatred and opposition between them. We hope thus to contribute to the
coming of a true peace in the world. We implore this gift from him
who was, who is and who is to come, Christ our only Lord and our true
peace.

Phanar, on the feast of St. Andrew, 1979.
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