* New Dawn of Rome
- And Constantinople

(The following is a
translation of the eddress
given in French by Ortho-
dox Ecumenical Patriarch
Athenagoras I of Con-

+ stantinople to Pope Paul
VI in St. George’s Ortho-
dox Cathedral in Istanbul,
Turkey on July 25.)

Your Holiness and well
beloved brother in Christ.
Glory to God the author
" of every marvel, who has
deemed us worthy today,
us and the hierarchy, the
clergy and the people
around us, linked in our
prayer with our holy bro-
thers, the chiefs of the
local Orthodox churches
and the venerated brothers
of the other Christian
churches, to receive with
boundless love and very
great honor Your Holiness, ‘dear
and venerated, you who have
come here to bring the kiss of
ancient Rome to its younger
sister.

Be welcome, very holy suc-
cessor of DPeter, who have
Paul’s name and his conduct, as
a messenger of charity, union
and peace.

Within the bosom .of the
Church we give you the kiss of
the love of Christ.

THE APOSTLES Peter -and
Andrew, who were hrothers, are
glad with us, and in their joy
are joined the choir of the holy
I'athers of the sctting sun and
of the rising sun, of north and
of south, who consumed them-
selves in the witness of the un-
divided Church’s common faith
and in the santification of their
concelebration in its bosom, as
wall ny with all those genera-
tions who have auspired to sco
thig day.

We thank you for this great
gesture on hehalf of our dear
country and of our Church.

Very holy brother,

Descending in peace from the
Mount of Olives as from a first
degree of conciliation, and tak-
ing the road toward Emmaus,
walking along with' the risen
Lord and longing for the break-
ing of the bread, we have pur-
.gued . our road until today,
carrying on a dialogue in
charity. Our hearts were burn-
ing and the Lord has not left
us. .

According to his truthful
words, “Behold, I am with you”
(Matthew 28, 20) He has led us
stage by stage and has con-
fronted us with the unhappy
signg of our common history.
He has ordered us to raise from

between us, from the midst of
the Church and from {t3 very
memory, the curtain of separa-
tion. That is what we have
done as far as our weakness al-
lowed. il R

But He who glves far beyond
whatever wa can conceive, our
common and only Lord, has
blessed and increaged the meas-
ure of His gifts to ITis Church
and to us ourselves. And see
how, contrary to every human
expectation, we have among us
the Bishop of Rome, the first in
honor among us, “he who pre-
sides in charity” (Ignatius of
Antioch, Epistle to the Romans,
preface, Greek Fathers 5, 801),

And here are both of us, face
ing our common and holy re-
sponsibility toward the Church
and the world.

Henceforth, whither and how
will we continus along our
route?

Both the goal and the paths
that lead to it are in the hands
of God. But it is not I, it is
the Lord who says “may. all be
one” (John 17,21).

His will, we aro moving toward
the unfon of a!l, toward the full
communion of charily and of
faith, coming to pass in the
concelebration of the common
chalice of Christ, in the impa-
tient expectation and ths hope
of Him who will coms to 'con-
summate the times and history
in judging the Lving end the
dead. o R

How
road? )

ACCORDING TO US, in the
disposition of' the ‘conscience
and of the will of all Catholica
and Orthodox, marked.cn both
parts by meanifcstations of ths
hierarchy, of the clergy and of
the faithful, whose volce in
these times is a precious guide
and a consolation,

In thus pursuing our road, we
humbly believe we are replying
to the exigencies '— wunavoid-
able at the present hour — of
a history of which God remains
the master, Ph

Called to be servants of the
Lord of His Church and of the
whole world, let us collaborate
then in the design of God, who
leaves the 99 sheep to save the
one of them who strayed (Mat-
thew 18,11) and toward whom
we are held to a common care
and a common witnesy,

However, let uy begin with
oursclves. Let us make every
possible esacrifice and- gupress
mutually, with & total abnega-
tion, all that in the past scemed
to contribute to the Church’s
integrity but which in reality
ended by creating & division
difficult to surmount. Let us
build the Body of Christ in re-

unitine what ia Alvided and in

will: we pursue our

{ canonical regulations.
{ thus conduct the theological

| of such  thoughts,

Let us then apply ourselves,
hy reciprocal gestures of the
Churches, where it is possible,
to reuniting what is divided, in
the firm recognition of the com-
mon points of the Faith and of
Let us

dlalogue according to the prin-
ciple of the full community of
what is fundamental for the
Faith and for the liberty of a
theological, spiritual and crea-
tive thought, inspired by the
common Fathers, in the diver-
sity of local usage admitted by
the Church from its beginnings.

So doing, we will have in
view not only the unity of our
two holy Churches but also a
higher service: tno' offer our-
selves together to all other dear
Christian brothers as examples
and artisans in the accomplish-
ment of the whole will of the
Lord, which is to reach the
union of all so that the world
may beliecve that Christ was
sent by God.

BUT THERE IS MORE. We

 have in view all those who be-
Ohedlient to His words and to |

lieve in a God, Creator of man
and of the universe, and, in col-

| laborating with them, we will

serve all men ‘without distinc-
tion of race, ‘creed or opinion,
to promote the good of peace
in the world and to establish
the kingdom of God on earth.

Full of such sentiments and
we salute
Your Holiness’ arrival in the
East as a new dawn of Rome
and of Constantinople, of the
Roman Catholic world and the
Orthodox world, of all Chris-~
tianity and of the whole of
mankind.

May you be blessed, brother,
who have come in the name of
the Lord.

Pro and Con

ROME—(NC)—Russjan Or-
thodox Patriarch Alexel of
Moscow, in an interview pub-
lished in Italy, has called Or-
thodox FEcumenical - Patriarch
Athenagoras I's work for unity
with the Catholic Chur¢ch “an
internal affair of . the local
church of Constantinople.”

ATHENS — (RNB8) — Arch-
bishop leronymos of Athens,
Greck Primate of the Orthodox
Church, praised Pope Paul's
visit to Ecumenical Patriarch
Athenagoras in Istanbul as *‘a
historical event of colossal im-
portance.” “Contacts already
seem easier, since there are
feclings of love and respect be-
tweeen the two creeds”
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