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Pope,

Patriarch Ope

Talks

(16(1"”@(1 to Reunite Churches

By SAMUEL KOO
Turkey (AP) — With an embrace and
‘a kiss of unity,” Pope John Pau! 11 and Patriarch
Demetrius I opened talks

Thursday zimed al reun-
iting the Roman Catholic

and Eastein Orthedox
Churches after

pine centuries of discord
“1 dare to hope thal this day {61 un 18 near
Personally [ would wish it lo be very near, ihe pope
said in the Roman Catholic Cathedral of (he Hely
Spirit where he sang hia first Mass on his three-day
visit rkes

More thsn 1,000 pecple packed (he cathedral,
including Patriarch Demetrius and the 12 members
f his Holy Svood, the Orthodox Church’s ruling
body. The pope said he hoped ihe leaders of the two
yrgest branches of Car .5lla:ll[_\ could one day cele-
brate Mass at the same altar

The Mass climexed a long day of traveling and
papal diplomacy in Turkey., which is 89 perceat
Moslem

Demetrius, spiritual leader of 200 million Ortho-
dox, greeted the Polish-born pontiff esrlier in the
day at Istanbul's Yesilkoy airport on his arrivail
from the Turkish capital of Ankara, Istanbul's chief
rahbi and Moslem rveligious leaders were also on
hand

In Apkara, the spiritual leader of 700 miilion
toman Catholics ealled for Christians and the
world’s 360 million Moslems to compete “for lhe
of grod.”

[ wonder whether it i€ not urgent, precisely ioday
when Christians and Moslems have enlered a new
neriod of history, to recognize and develop the
spiritual iinks which unite us o promotc and defend
together moral valves, peace and liberty, " John
Paul I said.

In Istanbul, Demetrius gave the pontiff an emo
tional weicome to the Orthodox Cathedral of St
Georye, 3 ramshackie Byzantine-style church.
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As the pope eniered the church ground, the patr
arch rose from his throne, crossed the tiny courlyar
and met the visitor midway on a red carpst "Wel
come holy brother,” sald Demetrius

The pope. clad in 2 while 1obe and a golé-embrol
dered red cloak and a white skull cap, pul his hand:
gently on the patriarch’'s shoulders. Their eye:
brimming with tears, they embraced as the church
belis pealed.

The twe leaders pledged Lo strive to reunite the
churches, sepurated since 1054 by Orthedox rejec-
tion of papal primacy. The black-robed patriarch
then led the pope into the church for joint prayer and
a thanksgiving service

John Faul II then conducted a joial service with
Armeman Patriarch Shnorkh Kalustian at the St
John Chrysostom church, which was lit by candie-
light because of a power failure

The pontiff also visited the Hagia Sophia, once the

largest church in Christendom, turned into a mosgue
in the 15th cenwury and now a museum. The pope
marveled at the magnificent dome and told the
curator, "It's impressive, impressive

The pope’s everture to Islam was welcomed b
Abu Firas, the Ankara representative of tae P.iif"
tine Liberation Organization Firas toid reporters
the papal trip to Turkey was “pesitive and a con-
structive step.”

“In order to realize world peace il 15 imperative
that the Isizmic and Christian worlds unite,” said
Firas, who met the pontiff al a recepting Wednes-
day
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