Pope and Palriarch in Historic Meeting

By JAMES C. O'NEILL

VATICAN CITY (NO)
Pope Paul VI and Orthodox
Ecumenieal Patriarch
Athenagoras 1 of Constan-
tnople {Isianbul) embraced

and exchanged kisses of peace
on the Iroml steps of St
Peter's and on the high altar
of the hasilica while
thousands clapped and
cheered.

The latest demonstration of
gocdwill and desire for the re-
umion of Christendom tfook
place October 26 on the first
day of a threeday visit of the
Patriarch to the Vatican. The
Fatriarch’'s party, including
four Orthodox metropolitans
ind his personal physician
arrived at Fiumicino Airport
from Zurich, Switzerland, at
3:30 AM,

After a brief rest at the
Tower of 5t John in the Vati-
an gardens, which was the
Patriarch's residence during
ms visit, the lall Sl.year-old
Orthodox leader woz given ta
St. Peter's Square. Flanked
by Eugene Cardina] Tisserant,
dean of the eollege of
cardinals, and assisted by a
train bearer and his party
the Patriarch walked up the
red-carpeted slairs to the
front porch of the basilica,
where he was first greeted by
Paols Cardinal Marella,
archpriest of the basilica, and
his canons.

FIRST SINCE 1451

It was the first time 3ince
the I5th century thal =
patriarch of Constantinople
had visiled Rome (Patriarch
Gregory came in exile in
1451) His welcome was
elaborate and enthusiastie,
and the warm Oc¢lober sun
favored a sizeable twrnout of
Romans and visitors,

I'he Pope Jeflt the covered
front poreh 0o greet his
distinguished visitor, whom he
had not seen since they had
heen together in Istanbul In
July. Smiling broadly, the
Pope embraced the im-
pressive bearded Patriarch
and repeatedly they eox-
changed the kiss of peace. To-
gether they walked the full

length of the aitle of the greal
church and blessed the cheer.
ing. clapping crowds as they
wilked. They knelt briefly at
the altar of the Blessed
Sacrament and then walked

on o the Altar l’l.'

Our Lady,
where they stood for & brief
silent praver

As they walked into the
church, the Sistine Choir in-
toned in Latin the words of
the Gospel, “A new ecom-
mandmeni | give o you: that
you love one another as 1
have loved you, says the
Lowd ™

Together they =fapp.d
hefore the Altar of the Con
fession, which marks the joca-

tion of the grave of St. Peter.
Patriarch Athenagoras bless-
ed and lit 3 votive lamp which
was a gift to the basilica by
the Orthodox leader. Then
they mounted to the high
altar above the Conlession
and sat in identical armchairs
for the prayer ceremonies of
the day.

The prayer service, in-
cluding speeéches by the Pope
and Patriarch, lasted for an
hour and 15 minutles, and was
much longer than any Pope
has taken part in with other
non-Catholic religious leaders.

17 cprvies (=T very

carefully composed by the

(Flease turm fo Page 11)

UNITY SERVICE OF PRAYER with Pope Paul VI, lofi, and
the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras 1 of Coastantinopls
presiding, at the papal altar, was held in 54, Peter's basilica.

(NC Photo)
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in Greek by a2 Ortho.
MO PpANYING e
Palriarch \ chanis
weparated the twe resdings
whics wsere follcawnd ll'k' 3
Ity composad prayer of

{Centinued from PFage 1) and
Vatican Secreiariai for Pro-
moting Christian Unity =

others. It was deseribad 22 2
sonctlebration of prayer

Selections fromm  the

Yestament  wers
Balian by a Valican prelaie

dox deacon

Various

New
read
These prayess were pead in

ISalian, Greex, English,
French, Spanish and Cerman
seswered by the
church with

srel were
Dasandy In the
the response, Kyrie Eleison
(Greek o “lord have
This in Wws Wi

prasver of praise

meTey ).
followed by 2

POPE. PATRIARCH OCCUPY THRONES — Pape Pasl and Eeumesical Patriareh
Athenagoras | oocupy threnes béderw the main Altar of $e Cosfeasion In St Patar's

Basilica during service lor Christina usily. (RNS Fiois)

and thanksgivimg, the singing
of the Sasetus and rocitatios
by the Fope of a Jing prayer
which in part asked that “'by
recognizing e errurs of the
pest, may we mert lo arrive
at the hour of perfect coen-
munion which we all Sesire.”
VIERANT VOKE

Foliowing the prayer, e
Pope, the Patriareh and all
present stoad to recite e
Our. Falher. Th: Fatniarch
was the fryd w0 deliver hs
sweeeh In Greek His strong
vibrast wice contrasted
samewsat wits Mal o the
Popr which sounded a Bt
weak because of his liness
Afer Patriarch Athenaporas
finshed speaking, his speech
was summarized = Naliam
and the suMMAry Teadmg was
troken freguenily by very
enthussiastic applawse,

The Patriarch said that
bad come o the Pope “as a
brother toward a twother.™ He
called the See of Rome “the
flest for hosor and ocder in
the argasism of the Ohistian
Churches *

He sald that the ecumenical
movement, varfious in
terocafessional meetings of
Intramural and Inderconies-
siomal mactings of the Church
md his own meelings with
the Pope had “laid bare the
hravy wromg of the division
of the Church™ But he oon-
t=ued

“On the other hand, the fact
Bat we have Al emerped
froee our isclation and our
self-sufliciency to seareh for
the salid grouind on which the
undivided Charch was found-
ed, has revealed 0 = the
truth that whal wmites s is
much more than what divides

He tetumned to am iden be
has repeaird several times in
the pasti that a diakogue of
chariny must precsdes
theologizal dislogue

COMMOX EUCHARET

""We stand in this baly place
next o Your Holiness, near
the altar, sand we prepare our
Beart and spirit 0 mareh
eard a common Bucharist,

in B zenliments of e Lovd
washing the Aposties” feet. In
thizs extraordinaniy hoy =
meni, we hear ihe vy of the
hloog of the Aposties Peter
and Paul, e voice of the
Church of e sstscombe and
of the martyrs of the
Cholreseum lowibing us 0 ex
haogst every mrans in
achisvye the bhaly w»uk
undertaken, ®at of 3 perfeet
conjoining of Ohrist's divided
Church, This s mot enly that
B Lond's will may be fulfill-
ed but so thal the world may
g2 the splendor of what ik,
according % aur formmla of
faith, e Church’s first
property: mity.™

The Pope next spoke
Latin and » tarm his speech
was summarired and applause
apsin bhroke oul [reguently
The Pope ol the Patrigreh
Sat:

"On both sides, we are im-
pelisd 2y the singie desire of
purilying souls & obe
dience to the truth, to love one
amother sincerely as beothers,
owing one amother eamestly
from the heart This righiness
of cur istentiors and the
mneerity of our decsien are
surely a sign of the Holy
Spirirs action, His powerful
action of profound renewal
that we are sxperionsing and
marvelling st I the Church
and in every member of e
Christsan faithhef *

SFIRITS ACTION

The Pope clied stanees of
reneswal - within 1h Cathalie
Church, such a8 the Second
Vavcan Cowmeil and the Synod
of Bishogs and within Ortho-
doxy, such & the Pan-
Orthodox Conference a8
Rbhodes. He added: "Iz Sat
sol a further sign of the
Spirit"s action, urghg
chuarches to active preparation
20 22 10 make poscibis the
re-sstabichement of thelr full
tommusion with one ancther?

“We should on both sides
take courage and follow up
this effort developing it »s
much as we possible can by
econtarts and by 3 cooperation
whize forms we should werk

oar
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FPOPE PAUL sade & gitt af this 16th contary crucifiy o his gusel. the Ecasssnical
Patriarch Athemagoras | of Conslantineple. lollowing & 8 minuie coanference ln the
Fope's study sa fhe second day of the Pairiarch's visit with the Holy Father (NC Fhot)

oul logether. Far more than
by a discussion of e past,
%15 In a positive coflaborstion
oward giving 3 recponce o
what the Spiet asks of the
ehures loday thal we shall
evemtmally surmount the
pbstacles still separating = ™
After the summsary of the
Pope’s speech was read, the
Pope andd the Patriarch siood
And emnbraced one another -
ehanging kiss of peace
The Pops Shen axchanged Be
kist of piace with the
metropoliizss In the Patn
arch's party, while 1he
Patriarch d e same
Cardinals Tsserast and Mar-
ella, as welf as Amisty Card-
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there was almosi frencied
plause in

scumenical activities

of the Patniarch's party w
the metramolilans exchar
Kisses with the oollege
eapdinale and members of

synod present

A brief prayer in Greek by
blrss
e mned the Patrl
the ceremony o

a close and the twvu walked

the Pairiarch aad the
ing of the

areh hroughe

rre.
Awsustin
president
of e unity secretariat Whan
it ceame Cardinal Bea's tam, The Pope roluraed
sparimeni in resi and Patri-
3 arch Athenagoras was deiven
that
driven ©
the Walls
for the private pilgrimage and
was accompanied by Cardisal
evening. he

trilute 0 Hi
The
esardimqls exshanged Kiszes of
peace with the other memsders 5@
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Peter's
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